
 

 

Information for Year 1 Parents 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We would like to update you on our plans for wider re-opening to Year 1.  As you’ll be aware, 
Reception children returned this week and have settled well into their two separate ‘bubbles’.  We 
have continued to assess risk and develop staff rotas and are pleased to be in a position to invite 
Year 1 children back to school from Monday 22nd June. 

The safety of children, parents and staff is our highest priority and a number of measures have been 
put in place as a result.  Therefore, please be aware, this will not be school as any of us know it.  
School and classroom organisation will significantly change.  Year 1 children will be in a group of no 
more than 15 children and may not be with their own teacher.  Year 1 ‘bubbles’ will be based in the 
Year 2 and the Year 3 classrooms.  Movement around school will be limited and each group of 
children will not mix with any other group.  Although things will be very different, please be aware 
that we will continue to show children care in different ways that does not involve close contact and 
will try to make children feel as comfortable as possible. 

The Government have acknowledged that social distancing measures followed in society will be very 
difficult to maintain within a primary school. Whilst we will do our best to implement social 
distancing, I want to make it clear that we CANNOT guarantee this.  Children naturally move towards 
one another and it will not be possible to maintain social distancing at all times.  

Entry to School 
Year 1 children will be asked to enter school at the gates at the front of the school (looking out to 
the road).  Only one parent is allowed to drop off their child.  Parents must stay outside of these 
gates and we ask you to ensure you maintain social distance.  We are planning for 2 groups of Year 1 
children.  Group 1 will be in the Year 2 classroom with Mrs Hodgson (Mon, Tues, Wed) and  Mrs 
Howe (Wed, Thur, Fri).  Group 2 will be in the Year 3 classroom with Mrs Bailey.  There will be two 
staggered drop offs and pick ups, as follows: 

Group 1:  8:45am-9:00am (pick up 3.00pm-3.15pm) 

Group 2: 9:00am-9:15am (pick up 3.15pm-3.30pm) 

We have limited capacity to extend these hours for year groups, as Year 1 groups cannot mix with 
Childcare groups.  We therefore ask that you try to accommodate these times, but we are able to 
offer 8am-4pm if needed.  We must know in advance, as children needing the extended hours must 
be in Group 1.  Please let us know when you confirm your child’s place if this is needed. 

As a school, we have provided information on how we will work to keep your child safe but we 
respect your decision, as parents, about whether to send your child back to school this term.  Please 
let Mrs Hodgson know via Class Dojo whether your child will return to school on Monday 22nd June 
or will continue to learn at home.  We need to know by Wednesday 4pm so that we can plan for 
their return.  If you would like to discuss any concerns further before making a decision, please 
request a phone call and we’ll ring you as soon as we can.  Also, if you haven’t told us what you plan 



to do from 22nd June, we will contact you on Thursday.  Groups will be confirmed on Thursday 
afternoon, when we know who is returning.  

If your child doesn’t return to school on 22nd June but you decide later that you want to send them 
back, please ensure you contact us the week before, so that we can review groups and numbers.  
They will then start the following Monday after you have contacted us.  You must not just turn up 
with your child, as we won’t be able to accommodate this with no notice. 

What children should wear/bring to school 
Children should wear their school uniform t-shirt and sweatshirt.  However, they do not need to 
wear school trousers/skirt.  Dark colours/grey/black jogging bottoms, leggings, shorts and trainers 
can be worn.  As children will not be changing for PE, this may be more practical.  Children must 
wear washed and clean clothes each day to minimise risk of transmission.  If children do not have a 
school sweatshirt that fits, please let us know. 

We ask that children bring the following items in on their first day, to be kept in school: 

• Full change of clothes to keep in school (in case of accidents) 

• Sun cream – clearly named (children will be spending more time outdoors) 

• Hand moisturiser  (optional) – clearly named 

Children must not bring in anything else daily, except for a water bottle which must also be clearly 
named.  Please ensure your child brings in their own water bottle which will be returned for 
thorough cleaning at the end of each day. 

Your child MUST NOT bring in anything else.  They must not bring bags, toys, footballs, stationery 
etc.  We need to limit any items going between home and school.  For this reason, reading books will 
not be sent home. 

School Meals 
Year 1 children continue to be entitled to a free school meal in school.  Children will be given a 
choice of 2 meals each day.  This will then be eaten in the classroom.  If your child brings a packed 
lunch, please send it in a disposable bag which can then be put in the bin after use. 

Communication with staff 
Parents are not allowed to enter the school building or have the daily face to face contact or 
conversations they are used to having with staff. Contact will continue to be electronic Class Dojo, 
email or telephone. If there is a message that needs to be passed to your child’s key member of 
staff, please contact the school office. 

Curriculum 
The curriculum will be focussed on helping children adapt to new routines and ensuring their 
emotional wellbeing.  Together with this, teachers will be assessing where children are and providing 
lessons in basic skills, such as phonics, reading, writing and number.   

Class Dojo/Home Learning 
We’re aware of the great work that has been happening educating your children at home in the 
most challenging of circumstances. Staff have worked hard to support you with this.   However, 
please be aware that once back in school, teachers will not be able to access Class Dojo as 
frequently, as they will be focussed primarily on their daily teaching activities.  Home learning will 



still be set for those children not in school, but may be monitored and responded to by staff other 
than your child’s teacher. 

Symptoms 
A reminder that if your child or any member of your household is experiencing COVID 19 symptoms, 
you MUST let us know.  Should your child display any symptoms in school, you will be contacted 
immediately. 

SAFETY MEASURES FOR PUPILS  
For more information, please read the ‘Safety Measures for Pupils, Parents and Staff’ document.  It 
can be found on the school website.  We have now changed to our new school website but this 
document can still be found by clicking on the ‘Welcome Back’ link and then ‘What Parents Need to 
Know’.   It contains important information about how school and parents need to work together to 
keep everyone as safe as possible.   

All these precautions have been put in place to help prevent the spread of the virus and to ensure 
that we take as much care as possible in keeping us all safe and well within the school environment. I 
hope this has given you more information regarding how the school will operate during these 
difficult and testing times.  Our school community has been incredibly supportive over the past few 
weeks and we want to continue to work in partnership with you. 

If you would like to discuss any of the information further, please get in touch. 

 
Kind regards 

 

Mrs Nelson and Mrs Hodgson 

 

 

 


